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“Choose Life”  
License Plates 

 The Texas Catholic Conference supports “Choose 
Life” license plate legislation.   

The recipients of the proceeds from the sale of the Choose Life license plate will be those who visit local pregnancy 
care centers throughout our state searching for counsel and material resources. With limited financial resources 
available to them, these centers would benefit from the revenue they would receive, at no cost to the state, to assist 
women in their time of need. Surely no one would oppose assisting a needy pregnant woman who desires to bring 
her child to birth through funds raised from the sale of a license plate.  (Statement on the Choose Life License Plate 
Initiative, Bishop Michael Burbidge, Diocese of Raleigh and Bishop Peter Jugis, Diocese of Charlotte) 

A Texas Bishop Speaks: 
"We believe that if given a chance, a woman would rather choose to see the life of her 
child come to term, and we believe that it is our responsibility to help her see that this 
is a real, practical, loving possibility in her life.  We must first show her that she is not 
alone in this situation, that there are ways to make a good decision, a decision is not 
made alone, but with the persevering presence of many there to help her."  

-Bishop Daniel Flores, Diocese of Brownsville  
Church Teaching 

 And what shall we say of the obstacles which in so many parts of the world still keep women from being fully integrated 
into social, political and economic life? We need only think of how the gift of motherhood is often penalized rather than 
rewarded, even though humanity owes its very survival to this gift. Certainly, much remains to be done to prevent 
discrimination against those who have chosen to be wives and mothers. As far as personal rights are concerned, there is 
an urgent need to achieve real equality in every area: equal pay for equal work, protection for working mothers, fairness 
in career advancements, equality of spouses with regard to family rights and the recognition of everything that is part of 
the rights and duties of citizens in a democratic State. (Pope John Paul II, Letter to Women) 
 

 It is the role of the state to defend and promote the common good of civil society… The common good consists of three 
essential elements: respect for and promotion of the fundamental rights of the person; prosperity, or the development of 
the spiritual and temporal goods of society; the peace and security of the group and of its members. (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 1927, 1925) 
 

 Grant, therefore, that we may listen with open and generous hearts to every word which proceeds from the mouth of 
God. Thus we shall learn not only to obey the commandment not to kill human life, but also to revere life, to love it and to 
foster it. (Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae) 

Resources 

 Texas Choose Life Statewide sponsor of Choose Life, Inc. (www.txchoose-life.org/) 
 Second Look Project Presents basic facts regarding abortion to help people make informed decisions based on fact rather 

than emotion (www.SecondLookProject.org) 
 The Gabriel Project® helps women in crisis pregnancies by offering Christian love and practical solutions at the parish. 

(www.diogh.org/RespectLife/gabrielproject.htm) 

http://www.txchoose-life.org/
http://www.secondlookproject.org/
http://www.diogh.org/RespectLife/gabrielproject.htm
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 “Choose Life” License Plates 

The Texas Catholic Conference supports legislation to create “Choose life” license plates. “Choose Life” license plates promote 

adoption and parenting as compassionate choices and raise funds to support expectant mothers who seek help during their 

pregnancy at no cost to taxpayers. 

  

“Choose Life” License Plates for Texasi 

 

Texas has over 130 specialty license plates including “Be A Blood Donor,” “Insure 

Texas Kids,” and “Mothers Against Drunk Driving” which promote positive behavior.  

However, our state does not yet have a “Choose Life” plate. The “Choose Life” license 

plate promotes compassionate alternatives to abortion, including adoption, and raises 

funds to assist women facing a crisis pregnancy. Of the $30 fee for the plate, $22 will 

go to abortion alternatives providers and $8 will cover Texas Department of 

Transportation's production costs.ii In order for the state to offer “Choose Life” license 

plates, the Texas Legislature must first pass legislation allowing for the creation of the plates. 

 

The “Choose Life” license plate bill passed the Texas Senate in the 81st Regular Session, but was stalled in the House due to 

end of session timing issues. Governor Perry supported passage of the bill stating, “This license plate will give Texans a subtle 

but meaningful way to express their personal views, while supporting pregnant women making the decision to choose 

adoption.” 

 

 “Choose Life” License Platesiii 
 

Twenty six states currently produce or have approved production of license plates which read “Choose Life” or a similar 

message, including New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana. Sales from these plates support social service agencies 

that offer alternatives to abortion. These abortion alternative providers generally provide free pregnancy tests, unbiased 

counseling, referrals to obstetricians and gynecologists, assistance in finding housing, and free parenting classes, as well as 

material support in the form of baby clothes, furniture, breast pumps, formula, diapers and maternity clothes.  

  

Nationally, over 570,000 "Choose Life" license plates have been sold, and have raised over $12 million dollars to help women 

and children.iv  

(Last updated August 3, 2010, 82nd Legislative Session) 
 

                                                             

i "Specialty License Plates." Texas Department of Transportation. 
<www.txdot.gov/services/vehicle_titles_and_registration/specialty_plates/default.htm>. 
ii "Choose Life: It Matters." Choose Life - Texas. Web. 30 July 2010. <www.txchoose-life.org/>. 
iii "Other States Adopting the Choose Life Tag." Choose Life License Tag Home Page .. Web. 30 July 2010. <www.choose-
life.org/states.htm>. 
iv "Choose Life Newsletter." Choose Life License Tag Home Page. 27 July 2010. Web. 30 July 2010. <www.choose-
life.org/newsletter.html>. 
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