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EnViro nmental The Texas Catholic Conference supports

protection and improvement of air, land, and

ImpaCtS on PO or & water quality, especially as they impact poor
communities and the unborn.
Unborn

The Church has long called us to care for one another and to respect and care for God'’s creation. Beginning with
Genesis, we are reminded that the earth is God's gift to all creatures. We are also reminded of the special
responsibility which humans have to safeguard and enhance the created world. Safeguarding creation requires us
to live responsibly within it and to foster its productivity. Catholic social teaching reinforces these scriptural
insights by offering a distinctive perspective on environmental issues shaped by the central themes of respect for
human life, the common good and an option for the poor - placing the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. (U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Making a CASE for Children’s Health).

A Texas Bishop Speaks:

"We need a civil and reasonable conversation about the resources of our lands and
water and about the issue of development. There must be a discussion about the
careful monitoring of development and of its related industries as we try to confront
our energy needs, while at the same time recognizing the issues that transcend our
immediate needs. We must place a renewed emphasis on the stewardship of
creation.”

-Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
Church Teaching

The Church has a responsibility towards creation and she must assert this responsibility in the public sphere. In so doing,
she must defend not only earth, water and air as gifts of creation that belong to everyone. She must above all protect
mankind from self-destruction. Our duties toward the environment are linked to our duties towards the human person,
considered in himself and in relation to others. (Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas In Veritate)

% The wonder of God’s creation reminds us of the need to protect the environment and to exercise responsible stewardship
of the goods of the earth. (Pope Benedict XVI, Welcoming Ceremony Address of 2008 World Youth Day)

% The environment is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards future
generations and towards humanity as a whole...it should also be stressed that it is contrary to authentic development to
view nature as something more important than the human person. (Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas In Veritate)

% Each creature possesses its own particular goodness and perfection.... Each of the various creatures, willed in its own
being, reflects in its own way a ray of God's infinite wisdom and goodness. Man must therefore respect the particular
goodness of every creature, to avoid any disordered use of things which would be in contempt of the Creator and would
bring disastrous consequences for human beings and their environment. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 339)

Resources

Environmental Justice Program (USCCB) (www.USCCB.org/sdwp/ejp/)

National Catholic Rural Life Conference (www.ncrlc.com)

Catholic Relief Services (USCCB) (www.CatholicRelief.org)

The Catholic Coalition on Climate Change (USCCB) (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org)
Catholic Coalition for Children and a Safe Environment (www.usccb.org/sdwp/ejp/case)
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Environmental Impacts on the Poor and Unborn

The operations of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality are under review by the Sunset Advisory Commission. The
Texas Catholic Conference calls on legislators and the commission to respect environmental justice, the agency policies and
procedures.

Environmental Justice: The whole human race suffers as a result of environmental blight, and generations yet unborn will
bear the cost for our failure to act today. But in most countries today, including our own, it is the poor and the powerless who
most directly bear the burden of current environmental carelessness. Their lands and neighborhoods are more likely to be
polluted or to host toxic waste dumps, their water to be undrinkable, their children to be harmed. Too often, the structure of
sacrifice involved in environmental remedies seems to exact a high price from the poor and from workers. Caught in a spiral of
poverty and environmental degradation, poor people suffer acutely from the loss of soil fertility, pollution of rivers and urban
streets, and the destruction of forest resources.!

Air: Legislators should enact legislation that directs the responsible state agencies to adopt a measured and deliberate
approach for consideration of all permit applications for the construction of new generating facilities, and to ensure that the
permit process includes a full review of the health, environmental and climate change implications of the technologies
proposed along with comprehensive analyses of alternative strategies and their comparative costs and benefits. The review
process should also include time for public input and examination of permits. We call on energy leaders to remember
especially the needs and burdens of the poor while seeking cleaner energy alternatives. One option to achieve this is to ensure
that tax policies and other incentives are structured so that clean energy alternatives can be priced competitively with fossil
fuel generation.

Land: Stewardship implies conservation of the land. Farm land is to be nurtured carefully so that it might retain its topsoil and
its nutrients, and so the productive power given to it by the Creator. It is to be cared for in this way so that succeeding
generations of farmers might produce food and fiber on it and so that succeeding generations of humanity might be fed and
clothed from it. As we appropriate the earth’s resources for our use, as we alter the land to satisfy our needs and as we change
the way in which we use different segments of the land, we must be conscious of the social and environmental consequences of
our actions. The people most affected by proposed land use changes should have the principal right, where possible, to decide
whether or not such changes should occur. The land should be utilized according to its "best and highest" use. That is, because
land is a limited resource, any determination of how a given portion of it will be used should take into consideration the
quality of the land and how it might best serve the community as a whole.

Water: Without information on the extent of contamination in waters in Texas, the public does not have a realistic picture of
potential risks or areas of concern. The Texas Department of State Health Services (TDSHS) posts fish consumption advisories
based on mercury levels at about a dozen lakes and rivers, as well as some areas of the coastal waters. However the standard
to trigger a warning in Texas is twice the federal standard. Mercury, like lead and other metals, can cause serious harm to
humans and wildlife. Exposure is especially dangerous to the unborn and young children because of risk of neurological
damage, including impairment of memory, language, and motor skills. Even small quantities are dangerous because mercury
accumulates in the body. Adults can build up mercury levels from consuming food such as fish with high levels of mercury. A
pregnant woman can pass mercury to her unborn child. Our concern related to mercury levels in fish is based on our teaching
regarding the protection of the unborn and the poor. People (predominantly the poor) who rely on locally caught fish for their
protein sources can have significant risks in areas of Texas with high levels of mercury contamination in fish. Advisories will
assist the public in making healthy choices. We support increased warning about mercury using the federal standard. Given
the risk to brain development and other such risks for young children and the health benefits of fish consumption, effective
advisories are critical.

(Last updated August 18, 2010, 82 Legislative Session)

1 USCCB Pastoral Statement: An Invitation to Reflection and Action on Environment in Light of Catholic Social Teaching.
www.nccbuscc.org/sdwp/ejp/bishopsstatement.shtml
ii National Catholic Rural Life Conference, Stewardship for the Land Page. 30 July 2010. www.ncrlc.com
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